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Northern Regional Rowing Council 

Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting – for comment as at 06-07-21 

21 June 2021, held online via Zoom at 7.30pm 

Present:  Michael Laing (Chair), Charly Curtis (Vice Chair), Colin Percy (Secretary), 

Pauline Higgins (Junior Rowing), Eddie Bryant (Coach education), Carol 

Singleton, Pam Walton (Recreational Rowing), Catherine Bowman 

(Competitions), Gabrielle Moore (Masters Rowing & Regional Rep), Tim Morris 

(Asst LDS), Richard Mortimer (Umpiring), John Mulholland (Safety), David 

Squirrell (Student Rowing), Dan Lockey (LDS). 

The meeting held a short period of silence in memory of Bill Parker, most recently of 

Durham ARC, who had passed away earlier in the month. Michael as Chair said the NRC 

might like to mark his contribution to rowing in the region – to be discussed next time. 

  Action by 

1 Apologies: Alan Granlund (Treasurer)  

2 Minutes of last meeting – 19 April 2021  

Agreed a correct record as circulated. 

 

3 Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting 

(a) The AGM had been fixed as being on 15 November at DARC. 

(b) There was no progress on the affiliation of Armitage BC (Hild Bede 
alumni); Colin would chase up the applicants. Michael said he had 
seen an application from a new Durham University alumni club, 
1877. 

(c) It was confirmed that Wade Hall-Craggs was able and willing to 
help clubs around the region on coaching. 

 
 
 
 

CP 

4 Use of money from wind-up of Northumberland County ARA 

This had been discussed a number of time previously. Colin said he 
understood the money (about £5000) should be in the NRC account 
now. After discussion as to the fairest way of redistributing the money 
in the former NCARA area, it was agreed that the clubs to receive an 
equal share would be those : 

(a) Based in the former NCARA area (the current local authority areas 
of Newcastle, North Tyneside and Northumberland); and 

(b) In existence when NCARA ceased activity (circa 2010 in terms of 
involvement in Tyne Head of the River); and  
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(c) Currently affiliated to British Rowing and active in rowing on a 
continuous basis. 

Colin would liaise with Alan on payment.  

[List of clubs to be added]. 

 
 

CP/AG 

5 Officer reports 

The Chair asked for those present to give a short update, noting some 
had submitted a written report (available on the web site at 
www.nerowing.com/nrcminutes.html). Key points were: 

Safety: Not much to say on what has happened since last meeting. In 
relation to Covid he had a concern about what might be seen as a 
welfare issue. This was rowers and others possibly having difficulty in 
adjusting back in to club and competition environments after many 
months of relatively little outside contact. 

Coach education. Eddie said Level 2 assessments would normally now 
be online. Setting up new Level 2 & Session Coach course dates was 
not easy but working on it for late summer. He said time extensions for 
those waiting assessments were being agreed if a reason supplied. 

Div Rep: Gabrielle said Tees RC had asked about grants but not come 
back. A member said there were other sources of grant aid being used, 
maybe. It was agreed to publicise the grants on Northern Rowing 
Facebook. 

Masters rowing: Gabrielle said Nat Masters had gone well, though just 
on one day with limited facilities. The national committee is looking at 
older age handicaps, looking maybe to increase again. 

Junior rowing: Pauline said that not too much had happened since the 
last meeting, but she thought juniors were well represented at the four 
regattas run. 40-50% maybe at Hexham and Durham, with about 70-
75% at Wansbeck and Tyne. She said that a BR J16 event was on 27 
June.  JIRR was still up in the air, though John later said he had seen 
on the internet that it was cancelled for this year. There was a 
discussion on different schools’ approach to travel, bubbles, isolation 
etc under Covid. 

Competitions: Catherine confirmed that four summer regattas had run 
(one actually a head race). She thought the region had done really well 
to run and attend these. The 2022 dates were now agreed. She had 
received a request for the NRC to consider backing a head race for 
singles over 3000m in the autumn at Chester-le Street ARC. After 
discussion about practicalities, the number of competitions already in 
the calendar, weather, daylight and the need for more umpires it was 
agreed to inform the club that the NRC did not currently back this 
proposal. An invitation event could be suggested to them. The lack of 
any umpires currently provided by CLSARC was mentioned. It was 
agreed to back a move of Derwentwater Head from 5 to 12 March 
2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CB 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nerowing.com/nrcminutes.html


 
3 of 4 

Umpiring: Richard said there were concerns about the number of 
umpires as usual. 18 people were apparently interested in training, but 
only six actively doing so. Two should be through this year. How long to 
train if interested? Roughly a year, depending on aptitude, effort and so 
on. On people who have dropped out and return more than 3 years 
later, full retraining is required, but can be relatively light touch. Charly 
said the stock of bells and throwlines was dwindling. It was agreed to 
order four new bells and throwlines as necessary, plus jackets to fill 
gaps in sizes.  

There was discussion on treatment for hypothermia after capsizes at 
events, prompted by capsize at Tyne Regatta (attended by an umpiring 
launch as it happened). Dan said there was online training on the BR 
web site. He was confident launches had foil blankets at events, though 
Richard said any launch’s usual priority was to get a casualty back to 
the steps for treatment and not more time than necessary on the water. 
It was agreed to ask competition organisers to ensure helpers were 
briefed properly on hypothermia.  

The meeting having heard reports from those present at Tyne 
concluded that there had been no undue delay in the rescue and noted 
that a registered first aider had received her on the steps. 

LDS Series: Dan said they were still in the planning stage but would be 
meeting again soon to start looking at details. The intention was to run 
the whole series, subject to Covid. There would be coordination of 
things like timing with non-LDS competitions. Having some targetting of 
particular age groups or boat types was discussed. 
 
Recreational rowing: Pam informed the meeting of a move to widen the 
scope and appeal of the Sunday League under the title ‘Fun and 
Frolics’. With Colin and Gabrielle she had been looking to attract more 
of those who wanted to compete but not just in stable boats. She 
mentioned the national tour (much scaled down in terms of 
accommodation and dining) on the Thames. And also the upcoming 
Monster the Loch, a 22 mile row along Loch Ness on 18 September. 
Tim said he had done it and it was a serious undertaking – only three 
landing points, though. Pam would publicise both. 
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5 Position around clubs 

Michael asked for feedback on clubs from those present. Reports 
seemed to indicate most clubs were returning to near normal activities 
but obviously still subject to Covid restrictions. Tarn was cited as a club 
that had handled Covid very thoroughly and this had put a damper on 
activity to a certain extent alongside restrictions put in place by the 
Council, but rowing was back on. The Chair asked Tim to ask Talkin 
Tarn officers if support from the NRC might help.  

David said that Durham Colleges had struggled a bit to get back in to 
rowing and compete. Scratchings had become commonplace due to 
Covid cases and isolation issues. Richard and others said that this was 
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fully understood by competitions. 

7 Correspondence 

None other than as already discussed. 

 

8 AOB 

 (b) Cambois RC had requested financial help for their regatta, due to 
the need for extra expenditure on external toilets because of Covid 
restricting access to internal ones. It was agreed to give CRC the 
£570 requested, without precedent to future cases. 

(b) The Chair suggested the meeting congratulate Kate O’Sullivan of 
Tees RC on the well-deserved award of the British Empire Medal 
for services to rowing. This was agreed. 

(c) Pauline said she had received an email from a local coach in the 
region asking if there might be the possibility of regional crews 
being put together for competitions such as National School’s 
Regatta, where crews from individual clubs from here were not 
competitive. It was noted that some competitions would not allow 
entries from such a crews and Pauline also said that getting such 
crews together for training was very difficult anyway. It was agreed 
that no action be taken on regional composites but that the NRC 
with others would look at more regional training initiatives for 
higher performance athletes. 

(d)  Michael from the Chair thanked everybody who had put time in to 
clubs and competitions to get things moving again and asked that 
this be passed on.  

 

8 Dates of future meetings in 2021 

Monday 13 September 2021 - Executive Committee – venue TBC 
Monday 15 November – AGM – Durham ARC 

 

 
 

The meeting finished at 9.10pm 
 

 

 

 

Colin Percy 

Secretary, Northern Rowing Council 

Email: secretary@nerowing.com 
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